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even by itself, although it is somehow regarded as
the source of all the fulness and multiplicity of
existence, and, at the other extreme, an essentially
negative manifold which cannot be unified, and yet
which is somehow externally brought under the unity
of ideal forms, is to heap contradiction upon contra-
diction. Yet all this is not more than the necessary
result of the first step towards dualism which was
taken by Plato. And, what is still more important,
all this is the necessary result of the logic of Mysticism,
in so far as Mysticism with one of its voices refers all
reality to God, and yet with the other represents the
finite existence which is thus negated as somehow
subsisting apart from God, even if it be only in
order to deny itself. For Mysticism, as we have
seen, differs from Pantheism in this, that it does
not follow its negative movement to the end; and,
just because it fails to do so, it is unable to get
beyond its negations to a new positive. In its
intense religious concentration it would seem to
everything for God and leave nothing to his
yet it never loses the consciousness of
their independent reality in that of their relation
to hijfi. Or rather, perhaps, we should say, that it
is so afraid of lowering the divine by connecting it
with the finite, that it gives to the finite a kind
of independent, though shadowy and illusory existence,
wMch is separate from the divine.